Apropos of the recent discussion before the Brooklyn Surgical Society, it may be said that the subject of anaesthetics ever since their discovery and first introduction, now several decades ago, has been a most attractive and absorbing theme to Subsequent to the usual chloroform narcosis, and when recovery thereform has apparently taken place, a fatal result is occasionally observed to occur.
3-Inasmuch as in the fatal cases the heart changes were found to be particularly well marked, these latter may reasonably be assumed to have been the cause of death.
4. In non fatal cases the evidences of degenerative changes are not found after several weeks.
5. These changes are particularly prone to occur in those in whom debilitating influences, such as hunger, loss of blood, etc., can reasonably account for the susceptibility to this undue action of the anesthetic. In young and vigorous animals a greater power of resistance counteracts the tendency to these changes. Rothmann's first step was to establish beyond a doubt the exact spectrum of the haemoglobin when in the full performance of its function, i. e., combined with oxygen. He then established the fact that the spectrum of blood, loaded or saturated with nitrous oxide, possessed precisely the same spectrum as oxyhaemoglobinic blood. This is a point of incalculable importance, for inasmuch as the haemoglobin is enabled to continue its function, in spite of the presence of the gas in the circulating medium, no harm can come from the continued administration of the latter during long operations. Upon suspending the inhalation of the gas, the processes of oxydation are at once resumed as the atmospheric air is breathed.
The favorable experiences of the dental branch of the profession extending ov.er many years in the administration of nitrous oxide for the performance of short operations will always warrant its use for such purposes. 
